1. Dr. Kassowitz gives the results of bis observations at tbe "Vienna Childrens' Hospital, where be had unusual opportunities for investigation the subject of the hereditary transmission of syphilis.
He found that infection by the sperm-cell or germ-cell, or both, was the common method.
A healthy mother might bear a syphilitic child without herself becoming infected; and further, a mother who became infected with syphilis after conception ot a healthy child could not infect the child.
It is stated, however, that the mother's syphilis may cause abortion, although the ovum is not syphilised. Syphilis, in fact, is said to be transmissible to the offspring by either parent only at tbe time of conception.
It would seem that the syphilitic virus differs from that of smallpox, scarlet fever, &c., inasmuch as it is incapable of transmission through the placental tissues, i. e., the syphilised foetus cannot infect a healthy mother, nor a syphilised mother a healthy foetus through this channel.
[There seems to be evidence from the pathology of the nervous structures that mothers who bear syphilitic children without themselves displaying the ordinary phenomena of syphilis are liable to cerebral and spinal lesions at periods long remote from the time of the infecting pregnancy. I believe that the experience of 
